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912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89
Text and tune: Public domain



Invocation

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

 Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



Exhortation

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

 beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 to grant us forgiveness.

 Our help is in the name of the Lord,
 who made heaven and earth.

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.



Confession of Sins

 O almighty God, merciful Father,
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, 
 confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 
 with which I have ever offended You 
 and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
 and sincerely repent of them, 
 and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
 and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
 bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
 a poor, sinful being.



Declaration of Grace

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
 has had mercy upon us 
 and has given His only Son to die for us 
 and for His sake forgives us all our sins. 
 To those who believe on His name 
 He gives power to become the children of God 
 and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
 He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
 Amen.



Kyrie



Gloria in Excelsis

 Glory be to God on high:



Gloria in Excelsis
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Gloria in Excelsis



 The Lord be with you.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

 Let us pray.
 Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful 

men who killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your 
unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 now and forever.



Salutation and Collect of the Day:



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5:1–7

1Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

2He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;

and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard.



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5:1–7

4What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it?

When I looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

5And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.

6I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5:1–7

I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;

and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;

for righteousness,
but behold, an outcry!

 This is the Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.



Psalm 80:7–19

7Restore us, O | God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

8You brought a vine out of | Egypt;*
you drove out the nations and | planted it.



Psalm 80:7–19

9You cleared the | ground for it;*
it took deep root and | filled the land.

10The mountains were covered | with its shade,*
the mighty cedars with its | branches.



Psalm 80:7–19

11It sent out its branches | to the sea*
and its shoots to the | River.

12Why then have you broken | down its walls,*
so that all who pass along the way | pluck its fruit?



Psalm 80:7–19

13The boar from the forest rav- | ages it,*
and all that move in the field | feed on it.

14Turn again, O | God of hosts!*
Look down from | heaven, and see;



Psalm 80:7–19

have regard for this vine,
15the stock that your right hand | planted,*
and for the son whom you made strong | for yourself.

16They have burned it with fire; they have | cut it down;*
may they perish at the rebuke | of your face!



Psalm 80:7–19

17But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,*
the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself!

18Then we shall not turn | back from you;*
give us life, and we will call up- | on your name!



Psalm 80:7–19

19Restore us, O LORD | God of hosts!*
Let your face shine, that we | may be saved!



Epistle: Philippians 3:4b–14

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor 
of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 
7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may 



Epistle: Philippians 3:4b–14

know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any 
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.



Alleluia



Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 
 the twenty-first chapter.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46

33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master 
of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it 
and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to 
tenants, and went into another country. 34When the season 
for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get 
his fruit. 35And the tenants took his servants and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first. And they did the same to 
them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and 
have his inheritance.’ 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46

39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. 40When therefore the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out 
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in 
their seasons.”
 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures:
  “‘The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the cornerstone;
  this was the Lord’s doing,
   and it is marvelous in our eyes’?



Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46

43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44And the 
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when 
it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 
46And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared 
the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46



Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.



Apostles’ Creed

     The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God 

   the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living 

   and the dead.



Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life  everlasting. Amen.
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664 Fight the Good Fight

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–75, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York
Text and tune: Public domain



The Homily

Bread of Life, Rome, NY
October 3, 2026
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Offertory



Prayer of the Church

 Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs.

Merciful Lord, You have hewn out a place for Your Church 
in the holy wounds of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Inspire 
works of justice in the house of Your Church, and bring 
many to inhabit Your new Jerusalem. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Holy Lord, rescue us from all enemies of Your Church, 
and bless us with church leaders whose voices will not 
waver in the face of threat. Bless our Synod president, 
our district president, our circuit visitor and our pastor(s). 
Inspire men and women to go into church work vocations, 
and bless those preparing for church work. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Everlasting Father, guide husbands and wives to love and 
forgive each other, and strengthen them in their life 
together. Help parents to be faithful examples for their 
children, and grant that orphans may know the joy of a 
home to call their own. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.

 Shine Your light upon us, O Lord, that we may do what is 
good and right and live as faithful citizens in our nation. 
Bless our president, our governor, and all those elected 
and appointed to make, administer and judge our laws. 
Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Lord of hosts, Your Son, Jesus, came to deliver His people 
from all evil. Take away the fear of all who suffer in this 
world especially Katherine, David, Juan, Chris, Vera, Joe, 
Bobby, Pastor Werly __________. As they await the 
fullness of their salvation, fix their eyes upon their 
crucified Savior. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Lord bless this Rescue Mission that it may serve many in 
the name of Christ, giving hope to the downcast as well 
as food for the hungry, that all who enter here would be 
blessed, those who come in need as well as those who 
come in service. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.

 Bless and strengthen the African mission that it may 
joyfully proclaim the Name of Christ and bear much fruit 
in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Prosper Pastor Zogar's pastor training school in Liberia 
that it may raise up laborers fit for Your harvest. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.

 O God, You sing the song of Your love over the vineyard 
of Your Church. Lift her united voice through Your Spirit, 
that she in turn would freely praise Your lavish grace and 
proclaim Your salvation beyond her walls. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the 
sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for 
our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from 
the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before 
You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. 
Gather us together from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You 
alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 Amen.



Closing Collect

Almighty God, give us grace 
that we may cast away the works of darkness 
and put upon ourselves the armor of light 
now in the time of this mortal life in which Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, 
that in the Last Day, when He shall come again 
in glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray…



Lord’s Prayer

 Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

  but deliver us from evil.
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
    and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction

 The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
and  give you peace.



794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised



794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised



794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised



794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662; Text and tune: Public domain
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